May 23, 2017

Dear Dr. Thevathasan,
Thank you for reaching out to the American College of Pediatricians regarding our stand against gender ideology as a form of child abuse. All three authors of our Gender Ideology Harms Children statement are devout Catholics with a knowledge of and respect for the natural law. Dr. Paul McHugh has been dubbed one of the most erudite and important American psychiatrists of the last 50 years, and Dr. Quentin Van Meter is a clinical pediatric endocrinologist with an academic appointment at Emory School of Medicine. He has clinical experience with children with this disorder and has found virtually all struggle with troublesome family dynamics.  I, as the primary author, am the quintessential example of that old adage, "God does not call the qualified; He qualifies the called." I am a general pediatrician and mother of four. I know the LGBT lies firsthand as I experienced same-sex attractions from age 4-13 and then had those feelings transform into solely heterosexual ones five years later. Through Providence, I became the pediatric representative on the Board of Directors for the National Association of Research and Therapy for Homosexuality (NARTH) in 2010 (now the Alliance for Therapeutic Choice and Scientific Integrity). One of NARTH's founders and past-president was the late Dr. Joseph Nicolosi, the inventor of Reparative Therapy. I served on the NARTH BOD with him from 2010-2015. We were good friends. He was a devout Catholic and a defender of the natural law, as is evident in the name of Dr. Nicolosi's clinic: the Thomas Aquinas Psychological Clinic in Encino, California. My reflections on Dr. Jones' letter follow below.
First, that the director of an Anscombe Society would lead with the most glaring of philosophical fallacies, an ad hominem attack regarding our size, is revealing; as is his quibbling over gender dysphoria versus gender identity disorder, and our alleged misuse of language vis a vis "disorder," "toxic," and "child abuse" (particularly since Pope Francis has referred to this ideology as Demonic). Regarding the former, neither morality nor science are decided by majority vote; as a professor of natural law he most certainly knows this. To point to our small membership and the fact that we are in the minority in supporting psychotherapy for non-heterosexual attractions/identities and behaviors is irrelevant to the issues at hand. Moreover, as a Catholic he should not need to be reminded of the One who walked upon the earth announcing that He was God (and no one can be in more of a minority than Christ himself was at the time that first preached the Good News).  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Additionally, Dr. Jones' complete disregard of the fact that the fields of medicine and psychology have deviated from natural law is likewise telling. Both have abandoned the age old definition of normal as "that which functions according to design," in favor of the morally relativistic “abnormal is that which causes emotional distress," and its corollary, "if emotional distress is absent then the thoughts/feelings/behaviors are not abnormal, let alone a sign of mental illness." No serious disciple of GEM Anscombe would miss this let alone accept it. There may be a willful or subconscious blindness on his part here.
Finally, like all of our detractors on this issue, he has failed to review our lengthy position statement on gender dysphoria of childhood. This statement, as opposed to our first brief one, is geared toward academics and physicians, and contains 53 references to the scientific and academic literature. This lengthy statement is located on the same web page as the Gender Ideology Harms Children statement (which we released first as it was geared to laypersons; it is the one your quarterly referenced).
For these reasons, it is clear to me that Professor Jones is likely motivated (consciously or subconsciously) not primarily by a sincere charity for pursing the truth, but rather by a partially willful biased ignorance of the spiritual and psychological underpinnings of, and the dire medical consequences of, unconscious non-heterosexual attractions and consciously chosen non-heterosexual identities and behaviors.
You should have no fears that you erred in publishing what you did about our statement. Make no mistake that the non-heterosexualizing and transgendering of children is a grave evil with no basis in science. The sexual revolution has the world in the grip of a cult of radical individualism that worships autonomy as the greatest virtue; all the while this cult's high priests (MDs and PhDs) and acolytes (mainstream & social media) have no clothes. This is the inevitable culmination of the hubris which gave birth to the Enlightenment; the hubris that claimed we could replace God with human reason alone and keep both objective science and morality intact. Theology is the Queen of the sciences; topple this and the tyranny of moral relativism takes over and poisons everything. Without God on this (His) throne, man ascends, and reality itself becomes relative to the whims of those who are in power.
This response is for you and your staff. Ideally, I'd like to write a response fitting for Professor Jones that will encourage him to pursue the fullness of truth. I plan to write a more personal letter for him and to include references that integrate philosophy and science, which, of course, will also be of interest to you and your staff.
I am always a bit over committed, but will aim to have that response to you in the next three weeks.
Blessings,
Michelle Cretella, MD
President
American College of Pediatricians
